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WORLD MISSION SUNDAY AND
THE NORTH AMERICAN MARTYRS

stinctively know, that we are incomplete without God. We are
hard-wired for God as human beings: it is part of our nature and
who we are. With this in mind, we then just have to bring others to
a relationship with Jesus Christ who is, after all, the way, the truth
and the life.
In that sense, those early missionaries saw those without
Christ as “lost” and the same is still true today. Today we see this
need and sense of being lost in loneliness, indifference, a dissatisfaction with life, escaping from real life through drugs, alcohol or
whatever diversion is at hand, or in an unhealthy obsession with
aquiring riches and wealth; but the problem is that these do not
satisfy our hunger and appetite. Instead they just make us even
hungrier or more lost.

We are very familiar with how historical upstate New
York is. There are so many sites associated with the early settlement of our area, as well as the Revolutionary War or the later,
industrial growth of the state. The same is true for what we might
call the religious or spiritual history of our area. In fact, just over
an hour or so from our parish (well admittedly, this depends upon
your driving and speed!), there is a key place in this history. The
place is the National Shrine of the N. American Martyrs in Auriesville. It is where in 1647 the first missionaries in the USA were
martyred and their feast day was just a few days ago: 19th October
and this weekend (22nd October) we also celebrate World Mission
Sunday.
If you read their story you cannot help but marvel at what
they did. Back then upstate NY and Canada were dense forests
crossed by rivers that fed some impressive lakes such as Blessed
Sacrament Lake, as the first missionaries called it (today it is
called Lake George!). The missionaries lived with the nativeAmericans and learned their language and customs; the idea being
to bring and propose, not impose, Jesus Christ to them. They endured the heat and humidity of the summer and the bitter cold of
winter without any modern conveniences such as air conditioning
or heating. They paddled 1000s of miles in dug-out canoes to
preach Christ to the various tribes. A number of the missionaries
suffered greatly when some of the tribal leaders turned against
them: they were tortured and then hacked to death at Auriesville
and elsewhere.
What made these missionaries, who are very much part of
our history here in beautiful upstate New York, so motivated to
endure all sorts of hardships so as to bring the Gospel – the good
news to the Huron, Iroquois, Mohawk and other tribes? The answer is easy and clear: it was love…love received and experienced
and then love returned. They had experienced God’s love for
them; hopefully just like we have, at least some time, experienced
that same love – really experienced- it in our lives. Because they
had experienced that love, they just had to share it with those who
had never heard of Jesus Christ. They could not keep the “good
news” to themselves; just as we would wish to share good news or
an experience of goodness or love with others.
There is yet more to the story. Those missionaries realized that this is not just the good news to be shared; but there was
and is a great need for this good news, for without God and faith,
life cannot have true depth and meaning. They knew, as we in-

In the end those missionaries realized that it is not enough
just to like being loved by God: they wanted to show their appreciation for that love by making God’s love known to others. They
remind us that Jesus calls all of us to bring his presence to others
for the same reasons that compelled those early missionaries in the
Mohawk and Hudson Valleys, upstate NY and Canada. As missionaries we can then be instruments of the love of God, love of
neighbour and help to meet that great human need and thirst for
God that, if our eyes are open, we can see all around us, staring at
us in the faces of people we see each day at work, at school, in
stores and in our local area.

READINGS AND HYMNS (HUDSON)
Reading: p. 234 Opening Hymn: # 481 Closing: # 460

MASSES FOR THIS WEEK
MONDAY: Weekday (October 23)
7:15 AM
Lewis Mueller - Jake & Donna Hoffman
Wilfred “Bud” MacGiffert - Elaine Erickson
TUESDAY:Weekday (October 24)
7:15 AM
Rita Salensky - Kathryn, Frank, Mary Ellen, Kevin,
and Caitlyn
Salensky
Anne C. DeSimone - Joseph & Barbara Hoffman
WEDNESDAY: Weekday (October 25)
7:15 AM
Andrew, Amelia, Daniel Nabozny - Mike &

SACRAMENTS
The sacraments are wonderful gifts from God to us.
Through outward, visible signs; the sacraments are
channels of God’s love and mercy and so they draw us
in to the life of the Trinity. They therefore also continue the saving mission and ministry of Jesus Christ
in and through His body, the Church. Below is some
information on how to make contact regarding the
celebration of the sacraments.

BAPTISM: Congratulations! If you would like to
arrange preparations and a date for Baptism, please
contact the Parish Office.

Kathy Nabozny
Joyce McLaughlin - Ken & Chrissy Baccaro
THURSDAY: Weekday (October 26)
7:15 AM Thomas Kappel, John Kutski & William Kappel Jr.Barbara Othote
Carmella Maturi - Joanne Walker
FRIDAY: Weekday (October 27)
7:15 AM
Thomas Cummings - Richard & Roberta Cummings
Joyce McLaughlin - Kevin & Michelle Bowes &
Family
9:00 AM
Frank Jurkowski - Wife & Family
(G’TWN)

30th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

RCIA:

For those enquiring about the Catholic
Faith or wishing to complete their sacraments: welcome! Please contact the Parish Office and we will be
very glad to help you further.
RECONCILIATION:
Celebrated on Saturdays
2.30-3.45 pm in Hudson, before and after Masses in
Germantown, or at anytime by appointment. (Note: it
is best to call ahead first to check on the availability of
a priest)
ANOINTING OF THE SICK:
Priests regularly
visit the hospitals, nursing homes and the homebound.
Please do contact the Parish Office if you or someone
you know is in need of the anointing of sick.
MARRIAGE:Congratulations! So that proper arrangements (paperwork, preparations etc.) can be
made, please contact the Parish Office or Fr. Anthony
at least six months before the desired date.
VOCATIONS: If you are considering a vocation to
the priesthood, diaconate or religious life, please contact Fr. Anthony to share thoughts and prayers further.

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS: (October 28)
4:00 PM
Kathryn McDonald - Betty Havlik
(HUD)
Rose & Silvio DePasquale - Constance Ruehle
Ed Nitsky - Adrienne T. Lustiber
5:30 PM
Ben & Betty Bartolotta - Gloria & Frank Santacroce
(G’TWN) Living and Deceased of our parish
SUNDAY MORNING MASS: (October 29)

Readings for the Week of October 22
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
17/
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
94/Lk 12:54-59
Saturday:
Next Sunday:

Is 45:1, 4-6/Ps 96:1, 3-5, 7-10/1 Thes 1:1-5b/
Mt 22:15-21
Rom 4:20-25/Lk 1:69-75/Lk 12:13-21
Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21/Ps 40:7-10,
Lk 12:35-38
Rom 6:12-18/Ps 124:1b-8/Lk 12:39-48
Rom 6:19-23/Ps 1:1-4, 6/Lk 12:49-53
Rom 7:18-25a/Ps 119:66, 68, 76-77, 93Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-5/Lk 6:12-16
Ex 22:20-26/Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51/1 Thes 1:5c-10/

World
Mission
Sunday
Today, in solidarity
with Catholic Christians around the
world, we celebrate the call from Christ to be his witnesses
to the ends of the earth. Some are called to this special missionary, leaving home and family to bring the Gospel; but
all of us, by our Baptism, share responsibility for this
world-wide missionary task.
Support offered today through the Propagation of the
Faith will help all who serve at the “ends of the earth.”
This is an opportunity for all of us to express our love for
Christ in prayer for His — and our mission — to all peo-

Avon Fundraiser - Reminder
Orders will be distributed beginning Nov. 4th and
5th. Many thanks for supporting this fundraiser!

Diocesan Mental
Health Awareness
Week
October 15 - 22, 2017
In Collaboration with the Consultation Center, Respect Life Ministry and the Vicariate of Catholic Faith
Formation and Education
Did you know, according to the Surgeon General, one
in every five Americans experiences a mental
disorder in a year.

Christian Service
Meeting Germantown

CELEBRATE WITH FATHER GERKEN
60th Anniversary of Ordination
to the Priesthood
November 5, 2017
1:30 p.m.
Pegasus Restaurant, Route 9W, Coxsackie
Reservations due by October 27, 2017
$30 per person
(Includes meal, gratuity and gift)

In a statement to the U.N., the Vatican said,
“Spiritual care is an important component of integral
care, that considers the person in his entirety, and that
unites the human body, with its psychological, social
and spiritual dimension.”
For more information or resources contact: The Consultation Center, 518-489- 4431

HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Academy of the Holy Names will be having
their High School Open House for prospective students.
Learn more about Academy of the Holy Names at our
High School Open House, Thursday, November 9th at
6:30p.m.
Register online at ahns.org or contact Ann
Rento arento@ahns.org, 438-7895 x202. 1075 New Scotland Road, Albany.

Volunteers do not necessarily have
the time; they just have the heart.

THE WEEK AHEAD
T H URS DAY, O ctob er 26


Bible Study: 7:00 p.m. St. Mary’s Academy

SOUP TO GO
Catholic Daughters’ Fundraiser

Operation Pilgrim
Beginning the weekend of October 28 and 29 we would appreciate
donations of non-perishable foods for
the Thanksgiving baskets that we put
together for the less fortunate in our
communities. This food drive will continue right up until Thanksgiving. Last
year the Germantown Community Cupboard in conjunction with all the local churches put together 45 baskets for
Thanksgiving. And Catholic Charities in Hudson assisted
another 100 families.
Each week bring to Mass at least one item for a Thanksgiving dinner. Hams or frozen turkeys are greatly appreciated. In November all the groceries collected will be presented to our local food pantries. Last year over one hundred
families were helped; so please help continue to respond to
these needs.

Saturday, October 21
4:00 - 7:00 p.m.
St. Mary’s Academy

Dining Out For Others
Help Catholic Charities fight hunger by “Dining Out For Others”
every Wednesday in November at local partner restaurants. Go
to www.catholiccharitiescg.org for a list of participating restaurants and dates.

On All Souls Day,
Thursday, November 2, we
traditionally pray for our
deceased family members
and friends. The intention
at the Masses will be for all
the names submitted to us
by parishioners on behalf
of their departed loved
ones. We ask our envelope
users to hand in their All
Souls Day envelope the next couple of weekends n order to
assure they get placed on our altar in time. We are also placing some additional All Souls Day envelopes at our Church
entrances for others who also may want to have their loved
ones remembered at our Masses.

Lectors’ Study Guides for 2018 in
The Lector’s Study Guides for the 2018 liturgical
year are now available in the Church sacristies in Germantown and in Hudson. We ask lectors to get a copy so
that they can be prepared when their turn comes to be a
lector at Mass.

CASH: We also accept monetary donations, just specify
that it is for either Operation Pilgrim, Hudson, Operation
Pilgrim, Germantown, or the Germantown Food Pantry.
To arrange to drop off turkeys, hams, or frozen goods in
Germantown, call Arlene Liepshutz at 828-1334. To drop
off items in Hudson, call Catholic Charities at 828-8660
Thank you for caring

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE

by Bud Ozar

In today’s Gospel the Pharisee was talking about commandments
(Something we are forced to obey by external pressure) and Jesus
was talking about love (an internal exhortation to give our heart,
soul and mind to another). One demands allegiance, the other
requires personal commitment. In our families we daily lay down
our lives for each other not because we ‘gotta’ but because love
compels us.

S a c ri f i c i a l Gi v i n g
What we do for ourselves dies with us. What we do for others remains, and is immortal.
–– Albert Pike

HUDSON
Regular Offertory Last Weekend (Oct. 15)….…...
6,182.00
Catholic Charities……………………………
$ 1,608.00

$

GERMANTOWN
Regular Offertory Last Weekend (Oct. 15)…...…...
Catholic Charities………………………………….
Religious Ed……………………………………….
Heat & Fuel……………………………………

$1,280.00
$ 277.00
$
6.00
$

