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GOD CALLS US…AT ANY TIME!
(25TH SUNDAY YEAR A)
St. Matthew’s Gospel is well known for the
number of parables that it contains. We know that Jesus
often used parables in his teaching to help his listeners
at the time (and also us) understand his message. However, some of Jesus’ parables can be a bit puzzling or
disconcerting and, perhaps, the parable we hear at Mass
today is one of those! After all, it does seem unfair that
all those who labored under the hot sun all day were
paid the same as those who worked for just one hour.
To get to the teaching and meaning of the parable, it might help to do some background research. In
the passage of St. Matthew’s Gospel that comes immediately before the one we hear at Mass today, two important things have happened. First of all, a rich young
man has come to Jesus and he asks Jesus, what he must
do to inherit eternal life. Jesus tells him that he needs to
keep the commandments. The young man replies that
he has indeed done this all his life. So far, so good.
Then Jesus looks him in the eye and says that he needs
to sell all his property, give the money to the poor and
then come, follow him. The young man goes away sad
(literally “grieving”) because he cannot do this: he cannot give such a total response to Jesus calling. After the
man leaves, St. Peter jumps in and, true to his warm
and impetuous character blurts out “what about us…we
have left everything to follow you?” Jesus then replies
that whoever has left everything and followed him will
have life indeed. At this point, he then adds our parable
about the landowner.
So, in our parable, Jesus teaches the disciples
(including us!) a number of things about our call (or
our vocation), about following him and about God’s
gifts and rewards. First of all, it is clear that it is Jesus
who does the calling; just like the landowner who goes
out to find his workers. Secondly, that calling can come
at any time or in any place. Like the workers in the parable, some seem to be working for the Kingdom very
early on, whilst others begin later or even very much
later. We can see this in our own experiences and life.
For example some people, due to all sorts of reasons
and circumstances, may only discover that they are
truly a disciple of Jesus later on in life. Alternatively,
they may follow a new (or second, or even third) vocation or particular task that God wants them to do as
time goes on; perhaps when their family situation or
other matters change.
The point is that they have answered God’s call,
even if this has taken some time, just like the workers

in the parable, who are called later on in the day. Those
workers do not say “it is too late now” or start quibbling about how much they are going to get for working a few hours only. They simply say “yes” and then
get on with the job. In addition, the parable reminds us
that God may really surprise us and ask us to do some
that we had never imagined or expected. Perhaps those
workers in Jesus’ parable who had been hanging
around all day waiting to be hired might have been
really surprised that someone calls them so late in the
day to go and work. Again, like those workers in the
parable, we are called simple to say “yes” to Him
whenever we are called or to whatever we are asked to
do by the Lord.
But what about that issue of the landowner only
paying those who had worked all day the same as those
who had worked just one hour? Yes, we understand
that this is what was agreed at the beginning of the day;
but it does seems reasonable that those who worked all
day might expect at least some sort of bonus. Well,
maybe, but we can miss a key point here. The landowner is being fair to the workers who worked all day:
they certainly received the just and proper wage. He
decides to be generous and compassionate to those who
worked just one hour. The late comers also need to eat
and to feed their family! So too with God…let us not
be envious or grumble about his generosity. Besides,
we also need to see that the “wages’ paid to the laborers in the parable really stands for the reward of salvation and eternal life. So, I guess we can understand that
you cannot have more or have less salvation or eternal
life! It is not really a thing or a quantity: it is a gift and
a quality. The reward and gift of God is the same for
everyone and that he gives this out of his great love,
mercy and generosity.

Trash & Treasure Donations
Our next Trash and Treasure sale is Columbus Day
Weekend. We are now accepting new and lightly used
household items and furnishings. If you have items
that you would like to drop off, please call St. Mary’s

This weekend we have the Annual Diocesan Collection
for the national university of the Catholic Church in the
United States The Catholic University of America in Washington D.C. It provides an academically rigorous education
guided by Catholic intellectual tradition to nearly 7,000
students every year. More than 4,000 students directly receive scholarship aid from this collection, including many
from our own diocese. Please be generous and help the
Catholic University of America continue the mission of
Catholic research and service to our Church and nation.

THE WEEK AHEAD
THURSDAY, September 28

Bible Study: 7:00 p.m. St. Mary’s

We Need Help!
Semi-Annual Light Lifting
and Ice Cream Social!
Trash and Treasure season has rolled around again and our
school is FULL of wonderful treasures! We are in serious need
of helpers on Monday night, October 2nd, at 6 pm, to help
carry boxes and bags into the gym so our Christian Service
Committee can begin set up for the sale. EVERYONE is welcome, young or old--bring the kids, the grandkids, the neighbor's
kids (they have lots of energy)! There are items light enough for
everyone -- there are just LOTS of items! If it's hot outside, I'll
have the gym nice and cool! Please come --Many Hands
Make Light Work! -- Make Your Own Sundaes for everyone afterwards! It's a fun night -- please come!

Volunteers needed - Germantown Food Pantry
Join our great volunteer team. Call Arlene Liepshutz at
518-537-6136 for further information and to volunteer.

The Third Orders: A Series of 3 Presentations
for Laypeople
The Third Orders, sometimes called Secular Orders, are communities of lay people who come together to
learn how to live in this world using the guidance and wisdom of a particular spirituality of an established Catholic
religious order. The wisdom gained can be incorporated
into everyday life, bringing a greater depth and focus into
our spiritual journey. High school students and older: come
hear from laypeople active within these Orders how you
can enrich your spiritual life: Thursday, Sept. 28: The
Franciscan Third Order. Thursday, Oct. 5: The Domini-

100th Anniversary of the Apparition
of Our Lady of Fatima
Friday, October 13, 2017
The Most Holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 5:30 p.m.
The Most Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 6:00 p.m.
six o’clock in the evening
Holy Trinity Parish, Church of Saint Mary, Hudson, NY

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY
Sign up now!
I am holding a Dave Ramsey Financial Peace University class for 4-5 couples in my home in Gallatin, NY. The
class would meet weekly for 9 weeks starting Sunday 10/1/17
@ 6 pm for approx 1.5 hrs. The material fee is $109 per family.
FPU not only teaches you how to budget, aggressively pay off debt, build an emergency fund, save for college,
retirement, etc. but it is focused on giving and being hugely
generous.
One of the big things that most couples get out of the
FPU is how to budget and manage their money together.
You also do not have to disclose any of your personal information that you do not wish to share. The classes consist of
watching a video and some short exercises and (optional)
discussion after. The videos really just speak for themselves
and motivate you. The course is truly life changing for so
many, myself included!
If you are curious about the course, see the link below. Also, the Total Money Makeover book is a great supplement but definitely not a requirement.
https://www.daveramsey.com/store/prod614.html

NEEDED:
ASST. CATECHISTS - RESURRECTI0N
Want a rewarding faith experience? Share yourself with
students in our Resurrection Faith Formation Program.
Teach our children while growing in the knowledge of
your faith.
Resurrection’s program needs one or two assistants who
can work as a team. Our program meets on Sunday mornings from 10 am to 11 am just prior to Mass.
Since the safety of our children is important we do require
the following screenings:


ish

ment


Attend a one-time Virtus training session
Agree to a background check paid for by the parSign and agree to several Diocesan Safe Environcodes
Fill out a Catechist application

Please call Arlene Liepshutz 518-537-6136, if you need
more information or if you are interested in serving in this
vital ministry. Please consider this — we have a WON-

THANK YOU CATECHISTS
A warm and grateful thank you to our Religious Education
Catechists for this school year. Please pray for the following dedicated volunteers:
Peter Chichetti, Gene Knauss, Judy Phelan, Julia Castello, Arlene Liepshutz, Anna Bellacicco, Michelle
Walker, Jeana Lazzara, Andee Steils, Amanda Rustick,
Sharon McHale, Elsie Turoci, Joanne Walker, Matt
Steils, Karen Antonelli, Mary Jo Savulich, Ryan
Turoci, Eileen Maloy, Jess Hayes, Michaela Gomula,
Mary Meyer, Bill Meyer, Rachel Kappel, Pete Nedwell,
Donna Hoffman, as well as our dedicated substitute
teachers and helping hands.

Power Prayers Needed!
For several years now, the Religious Education Program
has had a team of “power prayers”, people who come together during our Sunday School classes , to pray the Rosary for our children and their families. Please join us any
Sunday that our program is operating, from 10:15 am to
11:15 am. Thanks for your consideration!

DO YOU HAVE 2-3 HOURS PER MONTH TO HELP
SOMEONE IN YOUR COMMUNITY?

Caring for someone with dementia can be both isolating
and exhausting for family members.
THESE FAMILIES NEED YOUR HELP!

Come Join Holy Trinity Care Team
DATE: TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2016
TIME: 5PM TO 8PM
PLACE: RESSURECTION CHURCH
Belonging to an Eddy Alzheimer’s Care Team means you only
give time when you can. The average volunteer offers just 2-3
hours per month. The team provides non-medical support and
friendship. Training and continued support will be provided.

THANK YOU ! For years the Albany Diocese has offered
an opportunity for two teens from each parish to attend the
Christian Leadership Institute. This year, Mary Meyer and
Matt Steils represented our parish. Thanks to you for having bought banana bread, we were able to sponsor Matt &
Mary. Below are letters of thanks from Mary & Matt.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to come to CLI. This
was an amazing experience for me. I made many new friends,
and I learned more about my faith. It was inspiring to see people
my age who shared my beliefs and encouraged me in my walk
with Christ. I am excited to come back to Holy Trinity Parish
and be a witness to my friends and Church school class. Thank
you so much!......Mary Meyer
Thank you for presenting me with an opportunity that would turn
into one of the best experiences of my life. Today is the last day
of this program and, although there is a unique spirit and joy
here, I'm incredibly sad about the end of our week together. I've
learned so much about leadership and my faith, and I look forward to bringing my experiences back to Holy Trinity Parish.
Pyramid Life Center is such a peaceful, beautiful setting, where
I've made many friends and cultivated many aspects of my life.
My only regret is that we couldn't have spent more time together,
as the program was only four days long. I'd like to once again
extend my gratitude to both you and to our church community,
for choosing me for an adventure into my religion which I'll keep
with me for the rest of my life….... Matt Steils

S a c ri f i c i a l Gi v i n g
Thank you for all your caring support.

HUDSON

Diocesan Marriage Jubilee
The 45th Annual Marriage Jubilee Celebration is
Sunday, October 1st, 2:00 PM, at The Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, Albany, New York. Couples
celebrating their 25th, 40th, 50th or other special wedding
anniversaries are invited.
Please register through the Rectory at 828-1334.

Regular Offertory Last Weekend (Sept. 17)….…...
$6190.00
Utilities……………………………………………..
$ 380.00
Seminarians…………………………………………. $ 215.00

GERMANTOWN
Regular Offertory Last Weekend (Sept. 17)…...…... $1513.00
Heat & Fuel…………………………………………. $ 90.00
Evangelist………………………………………...
$
22.00

READINGS AND HYMNS (HUDSON)
Reading: p. 225 Opening Hymn: # 484 Closing: # 552

MASSES FOR THIS WEEK
MONDAY: Weekday (Sept. 25)
7:15 AM Howie Montague - Wife, Verna
Mary Jane Fisher - Jack & Mary Ann Nytransky
TUESDAY:Weekday (Sept. 26)
7:15 AM Mary Erwin - Charles & Mary Ann Vieni
Mary Jane Fisher - Dolly & Lee VanDeCarr
WEDNESDAY: St. Vincent de Paul, Priest (Sept. 27)
7:15 AM Mary Jane Fisher - Joseph Holodook
Harold Hallenbeck - Mr. & Mrs. Robert Donahue &

SACRAMENTS
The sacraments are wonderful gifts from God to us.
Through outward, visible signs; the sacraments are
channels of God’s love and mercy and so they draw us
in to the life of the Trinity. They therefore also continue the saving mission and ministry of Jesus Christ
in and through His body, the Church. Below is some
information on how to make contact regarding the
celebration of the sacraments.

BAPTISM: Congratulations! If you would like to
arrange preparations and a date for Baptism, please
contact the Parish Office.

RCIA:

For those enquiring about the Catholic
Faith or wishing to complete their sacraments: welcome! Please contact the Parish Office and we will be
very glad to help you further.
RECONCILIATION:
Celebrated on Saturdays
2.30-3.45 pm in Hudson, before and after Masses in
Germantown, or at anytime by appointment. (Note: it
is best to call ahead first to check on the availability of
a priest)
ANOINTING OF THE SICK:
Priests regularly
visit the hospitals, nursing homes and the homebound.
Please do contact the Parish Office if you or someone
you know is in need of the anointing of sick.
MARRIAGE:Congratulations! So that proper arrangements (paperwork, preparations etc.) can be
made, please contact the Parish Office or Fr. Anthony
at least six months before the desired date.
VOCATIONS: If you are considering a vocation to
the priesthood, diaconate or religious life, please contact Fr. Anthony to share thoughts and prayers further.

Family
THURSDAY: Weekday (Sept. 28)
7:15 AM Edward Paul Yasinski - Mr. & Mrs. Robert Donahue
Ronald McIntosh - Walker Family
FRIDAY: Sts. Michael. Gabriel & Raphael, Archangels (Sept. 29)
7:15 AM Michael Erickson - Elaine Erickson, Mom
Holy Souls in Purgatory - Anonymous
9:00 AM For natural disaster recovery efforts
(G’TWN)

26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SATURDAY VIGIL MASS: (Sept. 30)
4:00 PM
Joseph Skibo - Ann Skibo
(HUD)
Lawrence Piney Shallo - Wife, Nettie
Kathryn Mc Donald - Mary Ann Kovalich
5:30 PM
For the Living & Deceased of our Parish
(LNLTH)

SUNDAY MORNING MASS: (October 1)
9:00 AM Frances Degnan
- Ann & Madaline
(HUD)
Joan Wassenhove - Rita Koeppel
Florence Hamm - St. Mary’s Christian Service

Readings for the Week of September 24
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
21
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
5/Jn 1:47-51

Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18/Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/
Mt 20:1-16a
Ezr 1:1-6/Ps 126:1b-6/Lk 8:16-18
Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20/Ps 122:1-5/Lk 8:19Ezr 9:5-9/Tb 13:2-4befghn, 7-8/Lk 9:1-6
Hg 1:1-8/Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b/Lk 9:7-9
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/Ps 138:1-

MASS BOOK FOR 2018
NOW
OPEN
(Request forms available at church entrances)

