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What was the selection process for
the Chapel?

After carefully reviewing all the criteria for locating
the Chapel, such as proximity to the Rip Van Winkle
bridge, easy access for both counties, a stable
facility, amenities, security, and minimal start-up
costs, St. Mary’s Church in Hudson has emerged as
the most suitable location.

What was the inspiration
for this project?

Two years ago a group of lay Catholics formed
a committee to explore the possibility of
establishing a Perpetual Adoration Chapel to serve
both Columbia and Greene counties. Our purpose
is to promote devotion to the Blessed Sacrament,
and our hope is to make manifest the grace of
Jesus Christ more powerfully in our community as
a remedy for our troubled times.
Currently, Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration
Chapels are open in Gloversville, Troy, Kingston,
and Lee, MA. Bishop Edward Scharfenberger has
expressed his desire and support for such a chapel
to serve Columbia and Greene counties, creating
an extraordinary opportunity for the faithful to
reap great blessings for our area. Dioceses that
establish Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration note a
marked increase in vocations, and the fruits of a
regular, personal Holy Hour transform the lives of
all who devote themselves to it.

What is Perpetual
Eucharistic Adoration?

It is continuous exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament - the Real Presence of our Lord,
Jesus Christ - for the purpose of uninterrupted
adoration, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

How does this work?

Recruitment is made for individuals to become
committed adorers, or Eucharistic guardians, for
one scheduled hour each week.

Where in St. Mary’s would the Chapel
be located?

The existing Victory Chapel will be preserved with
minor cosmetic renovations to accommodate
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration. Renovations will
observe proper liturgical norms and provide a
welcoming, peaceful, reverent space for adorers.
The current Reconciliation Room would be
decommissioned in order to expand the Chapel.
The traditional box-style confessionals would
be cleaned and renovated to provide for the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Most importantly, you can pray - for the success
of the Chapel, as well as for your willingness to
become an adorer. The Chapel is for everyone!

What if I sign up, but have to miss
my time due to illness or travel?

A substitute adorer list is maintained so that there
is always someone available to cover that hour.

Sounds promising, but I’m too busy
to commit to an hour.

The chapel will be open to anyone, for a full hour
or for a brief visit. Pray for the Holy Spirit to lead
you to a greater desire for time spent alone with
the Lord, face to face in Adoration.

When would the Chapel open?

The target opening date is the Fall of 2018, to
coincide with the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Albany’s Eucharistic Congress.

How can I get involved?

Two teams of volunteers from parishes in both
Columbia and Greene counties have been
organized, and welcome your help at any point:
The Chapel Team is focusing on preparing a
proposal for the renovation and physical needs
of the Chapel. The Pastoral Team is handling all
communication to parishes, publicity, catechesis,
and any needed fundraising. Eventually a more
permanent Chapel Management Team will be
organized, responsible for recruitment and
scheduling of adorers, as well as ongoing care and
maintenance of the Chapel.

“Silence is difficult, but it
enables man to let himself
be led by God. And man is
unceasingly surprised by the
light that pours forth then.”
- Robert Cardinal Sarah

