INFORMATIONAL MEETING AGENDA 3/14/2018
I. OPENING REMARKS/INTRODUCTION – Father Anthony
-

Welcome
Opening Prayer
Agenda overview (Please hold your questions for the discussion following the
presentations)
Remarks

II. PRELIMINARY PLAN OVERVIEW – Bill Meyer
-

Selection of the Chapel site
Preliminary plan, not yet finalized
Renovations to the Victory Chapel will be accomplished preserving the history
honored there.
The Reconciliation Room will be decommissioned independent of the Chapel
project. The existing wall between the Chapel and the Reconciliation Room will be
removed to enlarge the Chapel.
Features of the renovation:
- Fill in the archway
- Remove the wall between the chapel and the reconciliation room
- Construct an alter consistent with current theme
-Replace the current entrance to the reconciliation Room with a glass
door.
- Install a ductless HVAC unit
- Install a keypad for security

III. PROJECT BACKGOUND/HISTORY – Bob Yusko
-

Began two years ago
Pastoral Support
This is an effort of the laity
Bishop’s Approval
Personal Testimonies
Interest survey forms

IV OPEN THE FLOOR TO QUESTIONS / DISCUSSION

The Columbia-Greene PEA Chapel Committee
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT/DESCRIPTION
BACKGROUND
Currently, the Columbia-Greene Perpetual Adoration Chapel is a conceptual idea that has been
approved by Bishop Scharfenberger. The Bishop approved our effort to organize a project that
would culminate in the establishment of a Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Chapel serving
Columbia and Greene Counties.
Considering the geography of Columbia and Greene Counties, locating the Chapel to provide
the most convenient location for the greatest number of people would require the Chapel to be
located in close proximity to the Rip Van Winkle Bridge. Criteria considered in choosing a
potential site included:
 Viability of existing structures (condition, ownership, possibility of sale of surplus
property, etc.).
 Convenient location to the greatest number of people
 Security
 Extent of Renovation Required
 Parking
 Inclement weather (access, snow plowing, etc.)
Saint Mary’s Church in Hudson was selected as the location which satisfied the most criteria.
PRELIMINARY PROPOSAL
The establishment of a Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Chapel at Saint Mary’s Church is being
planned to minimize the cost of renovations and in a manner which does not preclude future
relocation of the chapel should a parish center be constructed adjacent to the church.
The current proposal involves utilizing the Victory Chapel to accommodate perpetual
Eucharistic Adoration. The art and the role of names honored in the existing chapel will be
preserved. The walls on the other side of the front arch will not be changed in any way.
The arch between the Victory Chapel and the rest of the church will be enclosed and soundproofed with a new wood panel wall, possibly including a stained-glass window.

The existing wall between the Victory Chapel and the Reconciliation Room is proposed to be
removed and the space allocated to the Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Chapel.
Decommissioning of the Reconciliation Room will be pursued independent of the Adoration
Chapel project because the current arrangement is not compliant with Diocesan standards
governing the physical space where the sacrament of reconciliation is conferred.
The main entrance to the Adoration Chapel will be located approximately where the entrance
to the Reconciliation Room is now. The new door will be glass, consistent with Diocesan
standards for enclosed spaces.
Heating and cooling of the Adoration Chapel will be accomplished through the installation of a
Mitsubishi ductless heating unit. The existing heating vent(s) in the floor will be retained and a
shroud will be installed to direct the warm air over the floor.
New seating will be installed, possibly pews consistent with the style throughout the rest of the
church. An altar will be required as well as a monstrance. The cost of these features will be
refined as the project development continues, and may be offset by employing materials and
vessels currently not in use in our parish and possible donation of materials from other
parishes.
COSTS
For the purpose of estimating the costs, the proposed project has been divided into four
categories:





General Renovations
Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning (HVAC)
Electrical
Furnishings

General renovations include the following work:





Construction of a sound-proofed wall between the Chapel and the Church
Removal of the wall between the Chapel and the Reconciliation Room
Installation of glass door(s)
Installation of a keypad on the side entrance of the church.

This work is estimated to cost: $14,000.00
It is assumed that demolition of the existing wall between the Chapel and the Reconciliation
Room as well as painting will be accomplished through volunteer labor.

HVAC includes the following:
 Purchase and installation of a Mitsubishi ductless heating/cooling unit.
 Installation of shrouds over the existing floor vents.
This work is estimated to cost: $4,500.00
Electrical work includes the following:
 Installing / modifying circuits to accommodate the chapel.
 Installation of additional lighting? (yet to be determined)
 Installation of a phone line? (yet to be determined)
This work is estimated to cost: $4,500.00
Furnishings include the following:






Obtaining and installation of an altar
Obtaining and installation of seating
Monstrance
Accent lighting
Candle holders

These items are difficult to estimate because we hope to acquire some of these items as
donations from Churches who have such items, which are currently not being used.
These items are estimated to cost between $2,500.00 and $5,000.00
Summary:
General Renovation …………………………………..….. $14,000.00
HVAC ………………………………………………………………. $4,500.00
Electrical ……………………………………………………..…. $4,500.00
Furnishings …………………………………………………….. $5,000.00
TOTAL ………………………………………………………….. $28,000.00
This estimate is based on preliminary information and will be refined as the project develops.
Certain assumptions were made to cover gaps in the information currently available. This
preliminary estimate is intended to provide an order of magnitude rather than a detailed final
estimate of costs.
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What is Adoration?
What is the Eucharist?
The Eucharist is the sacrament that Jesus established when He took bread and wine, blessed
them, and declared them to be His body and blood (see Luke 22: 17-20). He commanded His
disciples to “Do this in memory of me.” He had earlier foretold that His presence in the
Eucharist would be real and substantial: “I am the living bread that came down from heaven;
whoever eats this bread will live forever … Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has
eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true
drink”(John 6:51, 54-55). When a Catholic priest follows this command of Jesus and offers the
words of consecration, the bread and wine are permanently changed, and they become Jesus:
His body, blood, soul and divinity. [CCC 1373-1376, 1406, 1410, 1412-1413].
How long is Jesus present in the sacrament of the Eucharist?
Jesus is present in the sacrament permanently. His presence is abiding, not something that
vanishes at the conclusion of Mass. The hosts remaining after Communion are kept in a special
place of honor called the tabernacle. [CCC 1377, 1379].
Why is the Blessed Sacrament reserved in a tabernacle?
The tabernacle was first intended for the reservation of the Eucharist in a worthy place so that
it could be brought to the sick and those absent from the Mass. As faith in the real presence of
Christ in the Eucharist deepened, the Church became more conscious of the meaning of silent
adoration of the Lord under the Eucharistic species.
What is the relationship of Eucharistic adoration to the Mass?
The celebration of the Mass is the origin and purpose of the worship shown to the Eucharist
outside the Mass. Eucharistic adoration extends Holy Communion in a lasting way even as it
prepares the faithful to participate more fully in the celebration of the Mass. It leads us to
acknowledge Christ’s marvelous presence in the sacrament and invites us to deeper spiritual
union with Him in the reception of Holy Communion.

What is the importance of Eucharistic adoration?
Eucharistic adoration is the respect and worship we give to Jesus, who is truly present to us
under the appearance of bread and wine. The Eucharist is a priceless treasure; by not only
celebrating it but also by praying before it outside of Mass we are enabled to make contact with
the very wellspring of grace. As St. Alphonsus Liguori noted, “of all devotions, that of adoring
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the greatest after the sacraments, the one dearest to God and
the one most helpful to us.” [CCC 1418].
What is exposition of the Blessed Sacrament?
Exposition is the placement of the sacred host outside the tabernacle for public adoration. This
can take many forms. The simplest form is the opening of the tabernacle doors. Another form
is the removal of the sacred vessels from the tabernacle for a more prominent and visible
placement. The Church also permits a “full” exposition, when the sacred host is clearly visible
in a vessel called a “monstrance”.
What is the purpose of exposition of the Blessed Sacrament?
There are three purposes of Eucharistic exposition: (1) to acknowledge Christ’s marvelous
presence in the sacrament; (2) to lead us to a fuller participation in the celebration of the
Eucharist, culminating in Holy Communion; and (3) to foster the worship which is due to Christ
in spirit and truth.
What are the fruits of Eucharistic adoration?
People who observe Eucharistic adoration experience a deeper devotion to Jesus, and this
manifests itself in countless ways. The primary fruits are repentance and conversion which lead
to increased charity – that is, the love of Christ alive in His people. The adoration of Jesus is the
Eucharist also leads to greater reverence at Mass, a deeper desire for personal holiness, and a
stronger sense of union with the parish and the whole Church. Ever since the early centuries of
Christianity, the Church has linked Eucharistic devotion to service to the poor. More recently,
the practice has lead to an increase in vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and religious life.
How long have Christians practiced Eucharistic adoration?
Christians have adored the Eucharist as long as the Church has celebrated the Eucharist – that
is, from the time of the Apostles. The earliest texts that speak of the Mass are probably older
than some of the New Testament books. In every generation since the generation of the
Apostles, the Church Fathers wrote about Jesus’ real presence in the Eucharist. In the second,
third, and fourth centuries, Christians in lands as far-flung as Italy, Egypt, North Africa, and
Cappadocia (modern day Turkey) testify to the special care given the Eucharist that was
reserved for the sick and homebound.

How should we pray during Eucharistic adoration?
There are many ways to pray. We may meditate silently by gazing on the sacred host. We may
silently speak to Jesus from our mind and heart. We may also rely on devotions and prayers
from Catholic tradition, such as the reading of Scripture, recitation of the rosary, or the litanies.
When two or more are gathered before the Sacrament, they may pray or sing hymns together.
What is the best way to promote Eucharistic adoration?
The best way to promote Eucharistic adoration is by doing it! Make frequent visits to Jesus at
the tabernacle. Invite your spouse, you children, your neighbors, and co-workers to join you.
As the Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us, “Because Christ himself is present in the
sacrament of the altar, He is to be honored with the worship of adoration. To visit the Blessed
Sacrament is … a proof of gratitude, an expression of love, and a duty of adoration toward
Christ our Lord” [CCC1418]
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION INTEREST SURVEY
YES, I will prayerfully consider spending one hour each week with Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament.
Name: _______________________________________

Phone: ________________________________

E-mail: ______________________________________

Cell Phone: ________________________________

I prefer: (circle one) Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
I prefer: ____ Morning (6 am to Noon)
____ Afternoon (Noon to 6 pm)
____ Evening (6 pm to Midnight)
____ Night (Midnight to 6 am)

____ I am flexible
____ I will also substitute
____ I will help make phone calls

Signed ____________________________________ Date _______________________
Please scan and e-mail your completed form to: cgpeachapel@gmail.com
---------------------------------Or-------------------------------------------------------

Mail to:

The Columbia-Greene PEA Chapel Committee
C/O Holy Trinity Parish
Church of Saint Mary
429 E. Allen Street
P.O. Box 323
Hudson, New York 12534-0323

